
Pathwork on 
Eastern and Western Spirituality 

 
Quote from Pathwork Lecture 14 on comparing Eastern and Western philosophies and 
spiritualities.    
 
29 QUESTION:  I asked last time why Hindu philosophy does not have the 

fall of the angels.  You promised that you would answer it tonight. 
 

30 ANSWER:  There are about three reasons for that, and each reason is a 
good one. 
 

31 The first reason is that Eastern philosophy rightly puts spiritual progress 
above all.  Everything else that has ever happened in creation is only of 
secondary importance, and this is very true, my friends.  However, it is useful in 
some cases that light be shed on certain facts that occurred in the distant past, 
because the reason of existence on earth, the reason for evil, and answers to other 
questions are necessary for some people to know.  The understanding of certain 
facts, even if they can only convey a very general and broad picture, will 
eliminate doubts that may stand in the way when deciding on the path of 
perfection and purification.  For the most part, the souls incarnated in the East do 
not feel as strong an urge to probe and search in this respect as does the Western 
mind.  Therefore, they say: We do not need to know anything else; the important 
thing is how we develop. 
 

32 The second reason is a little bit more complicated to convey to you.  I once 
gave a lecture about the two main aspects of God:  the active or male aspect and 
the passive or female aspect.  I explained that in the active aspect God is 
personality: active, thinking, planning -- the Creator.  In the female aspect God is 
in a state of being.  From the explanation in that lecture it will be easy for you to 
recognize that Eastern teachers and philosophers have experienced God in the 
female and passive manifestation.  That is a partial answer to this question.  The 
fall of the angels shows the events in creation where God manifested as Creator 
and therefore in his male aspect.  In this tragedy God was enacting and creating 
new conditions whereby the return to Him would be assured eventually to all 
creatures.  It is, therefore, understandable that a philosophy experiencing God in 
the female aspect would be less likely to receive enlightenment regarding God's 
male aspect; while Western philosophy, open to the experience of God's 
personality aspect that is active, would be blind to the experience of the female 
side of God and enlightenment in the Eastern sense. 
 

33 The third reason refers to the fall of the angels as having a great deal to do 
with the spirit of Jesus Christ.  He plays a major part in the fall of the angels.  
Eastern religion, having received a number of emissaries of its own -- often very 
great, very exalted, and very highly developed spirits -- is reluctant to recognize 
that others, in many respects not as spiritually advanced as themselves, may have 



  

received an even greater one: in fact, the greatest of all created beings.  This is 
understandable and typical of human nature.  Your logical conclusions can be 
very limited, and then you miss the complete picture. 
 

34 These three reasons together give the main explanation, or at least answer 
your question best.  I do not doubt that other explanations may be found too, but 
these are undoubtedly the most important ones.  Is that clear? 
 

35 QUESTION:  I still do not understand.  I understand that one of the reasons 
has to do with Jesus Christ, who played this important role in the Fall, but why 
don't they have something similar to it? 
 

36 ANSWER:  This is so because, as I said, the other reasons count too; 
because they do not consider it very important to know about these things; 
because they have experienced God differently and not in His active aspect.  One 
reason plays into the other, one supports the other, and all three make a whole. 
 

37 QUESTION:  Is that perhaps the reason why the female aspect of God is 
recognized more there and the male aspect of God more in the West and that is 
why East and West ought to get together? 

 
38 ANSWER:  Certainly.  It also explains that in the East spiritual 

development is much farther advanced, and it is usually the woman who is 
spiritually more awake or easier to guide.  In the West, technique and material 
progress are farther advanced because this, in turn, is typically a male aspect.  It 
is again the creating, the doing, that are manifested.  And the two should unite, 
because they complement each other and it would create a wonderful wholeness 
if they could exchange the knowledge each has in advance of the other. 

 
39 QUESTION:  Does that mean in general that the Eastern teachings have 

lived through a different phase of Brahman and want to go into finding the 
Brahman where all these things are one? 

 
40 ANSWER:  Yes. And it should be.  Again in this respect, as far as spiritual 

and religious teachings are concerned, the Western and the Eastern side should 
unite, because both sides will furnish the complete picture only when put 
together.  Each has only a half now, and when they unite and "marry," then 
humanity will have a great deal more understanding about spiritual truth, and 
more enlightenment is bound to follow. 

 
 


