
Pathwork on 
Each Life Unique – No Reward/Punishment 

 
Pathwork Lecture 47 The Wall Within beautifully lays out how each life is unique, how 
each life has a life plan, and what our role is in living out our life plan.  There is no room 
for comparison of lives. The Lecture explains how there is no concept of 
reward/punishment by God in the evolution of the Cosmos. Nature naturally corrects.   
 
43 QUESTION:  How does the spirit world judge a person who is searching 

for truth, yet escapes from himself and chooses the easy way out? 
 

44 ANSWER:  That depends entirely on the development of the person in 
question.  The same is not expected of everyone.  There are people who merely 
try to live right and to not commit crimes, who live an average, decent life.  For 
them this is the most that can be expected.  It requires all of their effort to do just 
that.  It is all they are capable of in this incarnation.  Such a person finds more 
fulfillment than one who goes on the path only half-heartedly and stops midway.  
The latter may not be doing his or her best. 

 
45 You human beings are always inclined to judge everyone alike.  We cannot 

do so because everyone is of a different spiritual age.  Everyone has reached a 
different stage of development in different respects of his or her personality.  
There are different basic factors to be considered.  The characteristics, the 
strengths, and the tasks are different, according to former incarnations.  If, for 
instance, someone capable of searching and facing the self gives up because of 
laziness, pride, or for whatever reasons that follow the line of least resistance, the 
result must be felt by the entity.   

 
46 We in the spirit world do not judge in a moralizing way; we do not punish.  

All that is wrong.  There is no such thing.  You punish yourself.  If you go 
against your own plan, if you do not do what you set out to do when you came 
into this life, you draw circumstance toward you that will finally corner you and 
this is for your own good.  You can observe this with some people.  Life corners 
them, not because God punishes them, but because they have set certain forms in 
motion that oppose their life plan.  When the life plan is violated, the life plan 
itself begins to work so as to bring about fulfillment.  If the choice of the 
personality is directed against it, the life plan must work differently than if the 
person had adhered to it.  But the result must always be the same. 

 
47 The experiences and the time element will certainly be different.  But the 

end result must be the same.  For the life plan works to establish balance and 
harmony.  The more ignorantly the personality works against the balance and 
harmony, the more disharmonious the process of establishing balance and 
harmony must be, but come it must in the end.  Such is the healing force of 
nature.  The same healing force works in the elements, in the body, as well as in 
the soul.  Whenever something seeks to bring the universal forces out of balance, 



  

the healing forces of nature step in to bring back the balance.  But this very 
balancing out may often seem like an upheaval.  In the soul, when you go against 
your plan, exactly the same kind of outbreak takes place as in a thunderstorm or 
an earthquake.  But in the end the balance is reestablished.  For nothing else can 
make you see and reconsider the direction you have taken except the apparent 
upheavals of your own making that are the medicine of nature. 

 
48 For a long time you may delude yourself into believing that all the mishaps 

in your life are due to injustice, to malice, and to the faults of others.  But there is 
a limit as to how long you can go on believing that.  Eventually the situation 
must arise when you are cornered in your own errors, when you are confronted 
with the undeniable fact that you yourself have produced the misery, and that 
will wake you up and make you change your course.  That is the way we view it.  
We know this benevolent healing law as it simply exists in the universe.  And 
when we see a human being we know at once by the forms in the soul, by the 
pictures within, whether he or she is going entirely according to the soul's plan, 
or partly so, deviating a little bit but not enough to lose course entirely, or 
whether entirely away from his or her own road and thus producing and slowly 
building up the conditions that finally appear like tragedy but that are nothing but 
the creation of nature's healing forces. 

 
 


