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Quote from Pathwork Lecture 32 Decision-Making 
 
15 This ties in with the first words of tonight's lecture, my friends.  To love 

God means naturally, among many other things, to abide by these various laws -- 
and not only to abide by them, but also to accept them willingly.  And one of 
these laws is that the disadvantageous side of each decision has to be faced and 
accepted.  To make a mature decision means therefore to deliberate on each 
alternative thoroughly; to face not only the advantageous sides of all alternatives 
in making your choice, but also and equally the disadvantageous.  When you 
have done that, knowing that whatever you choose there is a price to be paid, you 
can ask yourself which price you prefer to pay; you can think it over, and see if 
perhaps you prefer to risk a higher price because the possible advantage seems 
worthwhile.  You will then have accepted another one of this earth life's rules, 
that the uncertainty also has to be accepted.  This includes the risk, the 
shortcomings of life, which offers you no risk-proof plan.  This, too, is important 
for emotional health, my friends.  In that way you act as a mature being and your 
soul must benefit from it. 
 

16 No one who makes a decision in this way will ever come to grief because 
of it!  Nor will they ever have to meet the conflicts that result from not making 
decisions in this way.  Conflicts are created not because of a possible wrong or 
less advantageous decision, but because you go into the decision blindly, not 
ready and willing to pay the price.  This, my friends, happens with each one of 
you.  I do not see anyone who always makes emotional decisions maturely.   
 

17 I am again giving you strong material to work with on your path.  
Wherever conflicts exist, in one way or another, you have not made your 
decisions properly.  Do not remain on the surface level; you will have to dig 
deeper into your emotions in order to find the answer.  Within your emotions, 
sooner or later you must find -- provided you search honestly -- that you have 
somehow not made a whole decision; you had somehow hoped to gain the 
advantage without accepting the disadvantage.  And often you even hope -- again 
without thinking it through clearly -- to at the same time gain the advantage of 
both alternatives and to be spared the disadvantage of either.  This amounts to 
cheating life, and the result must inevitably be that life will teach you a lesson 
and you will reap the disadvantages of both or all sides which you wished to 
avoid.  If you test this emotional, and for the most part unconscious, current, 
what does this amount to?  It amounts to greed. 
 

 


